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HomagetoComradeKovaiGnani

EminentTamilwriterandMarxistliterarycriticcomradeKovaiGnanipassedawayduetoage-

relatedillnessesathisresidenceinCoimbatoreon22ndJuly(Wednesday).Thoughhewasnot

associatedwithanyorganisationhewaslifelongsupporterofrevolutionaryMarxistLeninist

movementand had been fraternalto ourmovementfrom mid 80s.His radianthope for

revolutionary socialchange,steadfastcommitmentto secularand democratic rights and

unflinching anti-imperialistposition were exemplary.In the beginning years ofImperialist

GlobalisationandatthedarkturnduetothedemolitionofBabriMasjidhestoodinfrontlinefor

antiimperialistpeople'ssolidarityand broad fronted defenseofseculardemocraticvalues;

avowedlyfightingNeo-colonialism andcommunalfascism.Survivingphysicalblindnessheread

widelyandarticulatedwithvisionarybrilliance.

InTamilpoetryandliterarycriticism heinitiatednovelmovements.Heauthoredover25books,

fivevolumesofessays,11anthologies,andthreepoems,healsomentoredseveralmodernTamil

writers,poets,andcritics.HewashonouredwiththeTamilLiteraryGardenAwardin2010.

WithcomradeGnani'sdemise,itisagreatlossthathasoccurredtotherevolutionary,secularand

democraticmovementinTamilnadu.WediptheredflaginfinalsalutetocomradeKovaiGnani

andexpressheartfeltcondolencestohisbereavedfamily.
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